The purpose of the Northwest Ski Hall of Fame is to honor and perpet-
uate the names and accomplishments of individuals who have had

a positive impact on our sport and its future in the region. With your
help, we would like to induct four new members into the Northwest
Ski Hall of Fame at our 2026 Biennial Banquet on Sunday, September
27th.

We have received many strong nominations since the last Hall of Fame
event banquet, the Ancient Skiers Board has selected six strong candi-
dates to vote on for this year’s induction. Those not chosen this time may =
be up for consideration at the future event.

Included in this newsletter are biographies of six nominees that have i
been submitted over the past year to Committee Director Greg Proth- Monte Steere«<®
man.

To help in your voting, the selection of inductees should be based on the following criteria:
«  Uncommon energy, enthusiasm, and excitement as a leading force in the sport.
Individuals who have made major contributions to the sport over a considerable period of years.
« Individuals who have helped increase awareness and appreciation of the sport by the public.
Those who have brought lasting fame to snow sports in the Northwest.

Please vote online by September 1 at Ancientskiers.com/member-information
Members Only password: groomers2022.

VOTE ONLINE!
Use your cell phone camera to
scan the QR Code and Vote.

Please only cast your vote once per household.

If you are unable to vote online, you can vote by mail. The tear-off section below serves as the
ballot. Please submit your ballot as soon as possible and no later than 9/1/2026 or your vote will
not be counted.

Voting will end on September 1 and the awardees and their families will be notified and invited
to attend the banquet.

Please review the Hall of Fame selection criteria and biographies in this newsletter, and select your
household’s four choices.

2026 PNW Ancient Skiers Hall of Fame Voting Ballot

Name:
Address:
Phone: Email:
Please Select Four Candidates:
O Tom Waldron O John Fergison O Merle Brooks
O Richard Vanderflute O Monte Steere & Tex Steere (Awarded posthumously)

Ancient Skiers Association, attention Nanette Stocks
PO Box 359
Black Diamond, WA 98010




Ancient Skiers Association

2026 BWiennial Banquet
Sunday, September 27, 2026

Maplewood Greens
4050 Maple Valley Highway, Renton, WA 98058

Please join us for an afternoon to celebrate the history of
snow sports in the Northwest. We will socialize, dine, and
honor the new inductees to the Hall of Fame.

Socialize, No Host Bar: 12:00PM
Lunch: 1:00PM
Hall of Fame Awards: 2:00 - 4:00PM

Please Register Online!
If you are unable to buy tickets
online, you can register by mail.

Deadline for registration: Sep-
tember 9, 2026

Deadline for cancelations with
refund: September 12,2026

www.AncientSkiers.com/
Ancient-Skiers-2026-Biannual-

Banquet/

Scan me for Tickets!

Lunch Menu
(Alcoholic Drinks not included)
Mixed greens salad with a choice of house-made dress-
ing, served with artisan dinner rolls and butter. Hickory
Smoked Chicken with North Carolina Barbeque Sauce
and Grilled Fillet of Salmon. Rice pilaf and steamed fresh
vegetables medley.

Questions?
Nanette Stocks 206-920-1878/ Membership@AncientSkiers.com
Jolene Boice 206-947-8190/ Treasurer@AncientSkiers.com

Northwest Ski Hall of Fame Nominees

Please review the Hall of Fame selection criteria and
biographies and select your household’s top four
choices.

Tom Waldron

Tom started skiing in 1973 and founded the Mini Moun-
tain ski shop and indoor ski school in Bellevue 1983. Mini
Mountain features year around skiing access, a structured
curriculum for teaching skiing and demographic inclusiv-
ity. Tom taught skiing indoors and at Snoqualmie Pass to
a wide range of people including many populations not
traditionally participating in snow sports. He is a long-
time ski instructor and a seasoned snow sports business
owner. Tom is still teaching in Bellevue at the age of 75
and enjoys trips to Sun Peaks to ski with his kids and
grandkids.

John Fergison

John was Director of the Portland junior chamber of
commerce ski school at Mount Hood, which average 500
skiers weekend. He competed at international masters
Park City 2001 and was a member of the Lewis and Clark
college ski team from 1948 49, 50 51. He developed
robo-timer racing timer. He competed at age 70 in the
national senior summer races in Mount Hood. In his

70’s finished the London and Honolulu marathon and
medaled in the Oregon senior Olympic games. Age 97, - 3
year member ancient skiers and attended the last two
ancient skiers Sun Valley reunions. He skied until age 85
at Mt bachelor OR.

Monte Steere

Monte Steere was born May 20, 1943, to Bruce and Dawn
Steere and grew up in a family deeply rooted in North-
west skiing and mountaineering. His mother, Dawn, was
an avid skier and mountaineer, and both Monte and his
older brother Tex were introduced to skiing at an excep-
tionally young age through family trips to Meany Ski

2026 Biennial Banquet Registration Form

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

$80 Per Person X @$80.00 =

Make Checks Payable to Ancient Skiers Association

or Zelle using Treasurer@ancientskiers.com

Please Mail Registration & Payment by Sept. 9 to

Ancient Skiers Association, attention Nanette Stocks
PO Box 359, Black Diamond, WA 98010

Guest Names:




Hut and weekend outings to Snoqualmie Mountaineers
after their father’s passing in 1952. Monte later attended
Franklin High School in Seattle, where he participated in
the Franklin ski team and helped teach skiing through the
Ron Ward Ski School at Snoqualmie Pass.

Monte’s place in Northwest ski history is most closely
tied to the winter of 1961-1962 at Stevens Pass, when
he became the first of the Steere brothers to land what is
believed to be the first known backflip—or technically a
“gainer”—on snow skis. Drawing on countless rehearsals
from high dives, trampolines, and his own imagination,
Monte launched from the Elevator Jump near rope tow
#2 and successfully completed the maneuver on short-
ened skis built to rotate quickly. His accomplishment
immediately inspired Tex to repeat the feat, together
making the brothers early pioneers of aerial skiing.

Beyond that singular milestone, Monte remained part of
the Northwest ski community through racing, teaching,
and a lifetime of enthusiasm for the sport. In winter 1968,
he taught skiing at Alpental alongside Tex and Ellen, con-
tinuing the Steere family tradition of sharing skiing with
others. Monte’s legacy reflects the creativity, courage, and
joyful experimentation that helped shape the early cul-
ture of freestyle and aerial skiing in the Pacific Northwest.

Douglas Edward “Tex” Steere

Douglas Edward “Tex” Steere was born July 27, 1940,

to Bruce and Dawn Steere and grew up immersed in

the skiing traditions of the Northwest. Like his brother
Monte, Tex was introduced to skiing through family trips
to Meany Ski Hut and regular weekends at Snoqualmie
Mountaineers. He graduated from Franklin High School
in Seattle, where he participated in the Franklin ski team,
and later attended the University of Washington, skiing
and racing with the Husky Winter Sports Club between
1958 and 1961.

Tex was both a gifted skier and an influential teacher. In
the early 1960s, he taught skiing with Jack Nagel’s ski
school, raced competitively, and earned his U.S. Class A
race card. In 1965-1966, he traveled to Europe with Tom
Fisher to race, and the following winter taught skiing in
Sun Valley. In 1968, Tex taught at Alpental alongside Mon-
te and Ellen, an experience that helped lead to his role
representing Spaulding skis in the Northwest.

Tex’s professional skiing career expanded through the
1970s as he represented Spaulding and later Head skis
in the Northwest. His work in the ski industry connect-
ed him with racers, instructors, and industry leaders,
and helped sustain his influence across the regional ski
community. In 1977, Tex partnered with John Hanson of
the Ski Laufer Ski School at Stevens Pass when enrolling
his young son Dusty in lessons. Tex went on to become
Ski Laufer’s technical director, spending the next 25 years
helping raise his family and generations of young skiers
within the culture and discipline of the sport.

Tex also shares in the historic 1962 Stevens Pass backflip
story. After Monte landed the first gainer on skis at the
Elevator Jump, Tex immediately left the lodge, grabbed
his gear, and successfully completed the same maneuver.
His willingness to follow and match the attempt captured
the brothers’ shared confidence, competitiveness, and ad-
venturous spirit. Tex’s legacy combines athletic achieve-
ment, ski industry leadership, and decades of mentorship
in Northwest skiing.

Merle Brooks

Merle Brooks was born in 1939 in Everson, Washington,
and developed an early gift for mechanical work. After
graduating from Mt. Baker High School, he began work-
ing at Mt. Baker Ski Area, where he handled everything
from lift maintenance to lodge operations and became
known for his skill with rope tows and ski-area equip-
ment.

In 1967, Merle moved with his wife, Armiene, and their
children to Stevens Pass after accepting a lift mainte-
nance position. The following year, he suffered a serious
injury during construction of Chair #5, later known as the
Brooks Chair, and was told he would never walk again.
With determination and Armiene’s support, he returned
to work in 1969 and continued finding ways to regain
mobility.

Over the next decades, Merle became one of Stevens
Pass’s most influential and inventive leaders. He designed
and built practical improvements for lifts, grooming,
snow removal, and night skiing; helped guide major
construction and infrastructure projects; and was named
General Manager in 1980. His leadership helped shape
Mill Valley, the Nordic Center, base-area improvements,
ski school consolidation, and long-range planning before
his retirement in 1995.

In retirement, Merle restored Franklin automobiles, built
homes at Fish Lake and in Yuma, Arizona, and enjoyed
travel, family, and winters in the Southwest with Armiene.
He remained active, inventive, and closely connected

to the mountain life he helped build until his passing in
20176.

Richard Vanderflute

Richard took up snow skiing in 1949 and acquired owner-
ship of the Paradise Ski School at Mt Rainier in 1956. He
taught skiing at Paradise until 1975 and then later at Crys-
tal until 1998 and was certified as a ski instructor in 1961,
he taught over 3000 students. Richard bought Parkland
Sports Center in 1965. Richard skied until age 91 and was
the oldest pass holder at White Pass for two years.

Nominations for the 2028 PNW Ancient Skiers
Hall of Fame should be submitted by February
2028 to Board@AncientSkiers.com



Ancient Skiers
Sun Valley Reanion 2027

We can't wait to see you in Sun Valley
Sunday, January 17th through Sun-
day, January 24th 2027! Book your
lodging sooner rather than later, the
lodge rooms and rentals around Sun
Valley will fill up fast as the Martin
Luther King, Jr holiday falls within our
reunion week. Registration for the
banquet and events coming later this

fall. See you in January!
- Christy Anna Gerber
Reunion Event Coordinator

Shiers

43RD ANNUAL

SUNVALLEY REUNION
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First Tracks!

Welcome new members!

Leisa LaDell Ashbaugh

Betsy Backstrom

Mark Bathum

Lori Brennan

Carol Cairone

Jim & Jill Crutcher, Jr

Dave & Ann M Faires

Brian Faires

Dale Hall

Cindy Henning

Lynn & Peter Moon Jones
Angela Korvas

LoriLarson

Olle and Andrea Larsson
Brandon & Robyn Meyer
Eileen & Barry (Richard) Murphy
Christine Nagle

Michael Prittie & Merilyn Moss
Chad & Margaret Rosenstine
Matt & Amy Rudolf

Margaret & Thomas Rumpltes
John & Becky Salsburg

Heidi Schernthanner

Lisa & John Wright Sweeney
Robert Tindall

Chas (Charles) Werner
Jennifer Carson Wheary

Erin Isaacson Fray

Jesse Mears

Brigid Laning

Ron & Bernadette Nova
Dave & Ann M Lucas
Bill & Lisa Gustaveson

Sponsor a New Member:
Ancientskiers.com/member-information/
*New membership forms must be received
by the end of November to be eligible for
the upcoming Sun Valley Event discounted
lift tickets.

Last Sweep

Obituaries can be found on the website
www.AncientSkiers.com. We ask that
you kindly contribute by emailing
remembrances to Board@AncientSkiers.
com. With family’s permission, we are
happy to post funeral information on the
website or Ancient Skiers social media.

Did you get

your pin?

No? Email board@An-
cientSkiers.com and let us
know. One per member.

Website Update

Our website AncientSkiers.com has
recently been updated. We have

Volunteers Wanted!

In our mission to bring Northwest skiers together, we are looking for volun-
teers to help our group organize more member events, meet-ups, ski days,
and service opportunities, and write historical ski articles for this newsletter.
If you are interested in volunteering or joining the board, please email us at
Membership@AncientSkiers.com.

added a new “Members Only” Page
for information, including access to
event registration.

The page is password protected.
The password is groomers2022,
please save this in your confidential
records.

ANCIENT SKIERS BOARD

Ancient Skiers

Contact Us:

Join the Facebook Group!

www.AncientSkiers.com
Board@AncientSkiers.com
o Facebook.com/AncientSkiers

PO Box 359

Ty Anderson President ;

Rick Stocks Vice President Black Diamond, WA 98010
Jolene Boice Treasurer

Karen Audett Secretary

Nanette Stocks Membership

Greg Prothman Director

Open Position Banquet Director

Open Position Communications




